
 The %ssociation -as initiall/ cha0te0ed as 
a non20o! t o03ani4ation in 5alifo0nia in 7anua0/9 
:;<=> Seven individuals si3ned the inco02o0ation 
2a2e0s>  An its ! 0st t-o /ea0s of its eBistenceCCthe 
%fte0Da0Eet Fod/ Ga0ts Hist0iIuto0s %ssociation 
as it -as ! 0st Eno-nJ-as adDiniste0ed f0oD 
the of! ces of the %ssociationKs le3al counsel in 
LBna0d9 5a> 
 An :;<M9 headNua0te0s -as Doved to a 
s2eciali4ed Dana3eDent ! 0D in Oashin3ton9 
H>5>9 F/ ea0l/ :;<P9 afte0 the account eBecutive 
handlin3 the adDinist0ative affai0s of the 
%ssociation Dade Eno-n his intent to leave 
that a3enc/9 Foa0d DeDIe0s Ie3an eB2lo0in3 
othe0 Dana3eDent o2tions> An %20il9 :;<P9 then 
G0esident Hon Qo0Dan si3ned a cont0act of 
se0vices -ith Stanle/ %> RodDan9 the cu00ent 
20inci2al of! ce0 of S%R5L Sana3eDent T 
GuIlications9 -hich -as then 5hica3oCIased> 
%t the tiDe9 the %ssociation had UP dues 2a/in3 
DeDIe0s>
 Hu0in3 the neBt seve0al /ea0s9 the 
%ssociation 30e- in DeDIe0shi29 sco2e9 dive0sit/ 
and activit/>  The naDe -as chan3ed I/ a vote 
of the DeDIe0shi2 du0in3 the LctoIe09 :;<V9 
annual convention in Wa-aii -ith the XHY 
Iein3 d0o22ed Iecause the o03ani4ation -as 
0e20esentin3 not onl/ dist0iIuto0s Iut all se3Dents 
of the indust0/>  %lso in the latte0 2a0t of the saDe 
/ea0JZoveDIe0Jthe Dain of! ce -as 0elocated 
to Wouston9 TB>
 An :;<[9 %FG% -as 0einco02o0ated as a 
non20o! t o03ani4ation in TeBas>  An :;<;9 the 
DeDIe0shi29 at the :=th %nnual 5onvention in 
%0lin3ton9 \a>9 voted to a3ain chan3e the naDe 
of the o03ani4ation> The -o0d X%fte0Da0EetY -as 
d0o22ed and in its 2lace9 the -o0d %utoDotive 
-as suIstituted> Ohile the naDe chan3ed9 the 
initialsJ%FG%J0eDained the saDe> 

DUES

 % DeDIe0Ks dues 2a/Dents a0e taB 
deductiIle as a Iusiness eB2ense>  An 7anua0/9 
:;<;9 a slidin3 dues schedule -as int0oduced 
I/ the Foa0d to Iette0 enaIle the %ssociation 
to Deet its indust0/ 3oals and oI]ective> That 
scheduled -as late0 0evised Do0e than a decade 
late0> The dues schedule is Iased on the nuDIe0 
of eD2lo/ees in a DeDIe0 coD2an/> Each of 
the eD2lo/ee cate3o0ies is I0oad enou3h so as 
to 20otect a coD2an/Ks 20o20ieta0/ info0Dation> 
The escalatin3 dues schedule is also noDinal 
enou3h so as invite 2a0tici2ation on the 2a0t of 
even the sDallest coD2an/ -hile not 2enali4in3 
la03e0 coD2anies st0ictl/ fo0 thei0 si4e> Hues 
a0e invoiced Nua0te0l/> % ! 0st tiDe DeDIe09 
u2on si3nin3 u29 Dust 0eDit oneChalf /ea0Ks 
dues 2lus a _M`>== account estaIlishin3 fee> 
The dues schedule is inco02o0ated as 2a0t of the 
SeDIe0shi2 %22lication>

EVENTS

 SeDIe0s of %FG% no- Deet once each 
/ea0 du0in3 a S20in3 convention and t0ade 
sho->  The indust0/ convention and t0ade sho- 
-as 20eviousl/ held in the Se2teDIe0CLctoIe0 
2e0iod of the /ea0>  That schedule -as chan3ed 
in M==M -hen the idea -as advanced to tie into 
the Zational %utoIod/ 5on30ess T EB2osition 
aZ%5Eb also held in the late call>  Oith the ne- 
tieCin9 the fo0De0 Sid/ea0 EddTech 5onfe0ence9 
usuall/ held in %20ilCSa/9 IecaDe the tiDe 
2e0iod fo0 the %nnual 5onvention>  The ! 0st 
chan3e unde0 this ne- schedule tooE 2lace in 
ea0l/ %20il9 M==P9 -hen the %ssociation Det in 
Scottsdale9 %4> An M==V9 the s20in3 convention 
-as held in Sont0eal9 eueIec9 5anada9 in the 
latte0 2a0t of Sa/ ne3atin3 -eathe0 as a facto0> 
The neBt annual conventions tooE 2lace in San 
%ntonio9 TB> aM==`b9 Zashville9 Tn> aM==Ubf 
ct> gaude0dale9 cl> aM==[b 9 and in late %20il9 
M==<9 OaiEiEi Feach9 Lahu9 Wa-aii>   Lve0 
the /ea0s9 %FG% has Det in Dan/ dive0se 
locations includin3 gas \e3as9 L0lando9 Hallas9 
Oashin3ton9 H>5>9 San Hie3o9 Seattle9 gaEe 
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Fuena \ista9 cl>9 Scottsdale9 Henve09 Foston9 
5hica3o and We0she/9 Ga> %nnual conventions 
usuall/ focus on the state of the indust0/Jthe 
challen3es of chan3e> The0e is also a 2a0t of one 
da/ in -hich education and technical seDina0s 
a0e conducted> These a0e sDalle0 I0eaEout 
Deetin3s in -hich convention 2a0tici2ants have 
an eBcellent o22o0tunit/ to looE at a fe- indust0/9 
Iusiness anddo0 Dana3eDent issues in de2th and 
to lea0n f0oD the eB2e0iences of one anothe0>
 Hue to the Deetin3s su00oundin3 the 
Ante0national %utoIod/ 5on30ess T EB2osition9 
called Z%5E in ZoveDIe0 each /ea09 the0e a0e no 
Do0e Did/ea0 confe0ences>  The %ssociation held 
theD f0oD :;<P in %naheiD9 5a>9 -hich d0e- 
onl/ P` 2eo2le9 to the la03est confe0ence eve0 in 
GittsIu03h in :;;<9 -hich d0e- Do0e than V== 
2eo2le -ith PU taIleto2 dis2la/s9  The/ ended in 
M==P> Zo- EddTech confe0ences a0e a 2a0t of the 
annual convention o0 a0e called in con]unction 
-ith Z%5E and that ne- Deetin3 schedule Ie3an 
in ZoveDIe09 M==V> 
 An :;<V9 :;;M9 :;;[9 M==M and M==<9 the 
%ssociation held a se0ies of Deetin3s in Wa-aii9 
-hich it Iills as the Oo0ld %uto Fod/ Ga0ts 
5on30ess> Each of those Deetin3s att0acted Do0e 
than :`= 2eo2le 0e20esentin3 as Dan/ as U= 
coD2anies f0oD a half do4en count0ies> The Dost 
0ecent Wa-aii Deetin3 -as held in %20il9 M==<9 
in OaiEiEi Feach aLahub>  %lso9 in :;;M9 :;;` 
and :;;[9 the %ssociation conducted Deetin3s 
in To0onto> An the suDDe0 of :;;;9 a Sont0eal 
Deetin3 -as held> The last 5anadian Deetin3 
-as held in the s20in3 of M==V at the Fonaventu0e 
Sont0eal Wiltonf that -as an annual convention> 
 The %ssociation uses its annual Deetin3 
as a I0id3e to the Tai-an %uto Fod/ Ga0ts 
%ssociation aT%FG%b9 an o03ani4ation -hich it 
hel2ed to estaIlish in :;<U> That -as the saDe 
/ea0 in -hich %FG% tooE the lead in initiatin3 an 
indust0/ 20oduct ce0ti! cation 20o30aD>  F/ :;<[9 
0eco3ni4in3 that the %ssociation had no -he0e 
nea0 the t/2e of funds necessa0/ to continue on 
this 2ath9 the 20o30aD -as sold to an entit/ -hich 
IecaDe 5%G%Jthe 5e0ti! ed %utoDotive Ga0ts 
%ssociation>  
 %s a Datte0 of 2olic/9 %FG% Doves 
its convention and Deetin3 sites a0ound the 

count0/Jand soDe 2a0ts of the -o0ldJso as 
to eB2ose as Dan/ of its DeDIe0s to the annual 
event> This also insu0es the I0oadest Iase of 
2a0tici2ation -hile eBtendin3 to the DeDIe0 
a chance to have soDe fun in the sun9 taEin3 a 
-ellCneeded I0eaE f0oD the hustle and Iustle of 
eve0/da/ Iusiness> cutu0e Deetin3s -ill taEe 
2lace in Zo0th 5a0olina9 TeBas and Sont0eal> 

COMMUNICATIONS

 The %ssociation 0eaches the DeDIe0shi2 
and othe0s inte0ested in the indust0/ th0ou3h the 
annual convention and t0ade sho- and the ne- 
tieCin da/ to Z%5E>  Fut9 the Dost consistent 
fo0D of coDDunications 0evolves a0ound the 
2e0iodic 2uIlication of the indust0/ ne-slette09 
the Body &an)ua)e.  GuIlished := tiDes a 
/ea09 this ne-slette0 ca00ies the Dost cu00ent 
of events to the %FG% DeDIe0 on a tiDel/ 
Iasis>  An 7anua0/9 M==;9 the Fod/ gan3ua3e is 
unde03oin3 a d0aDatic 0evision and -ill IecoDe 
fou0 colo0 -ith Do0e 2ictu0es of cu00ent events>  
Su22leDentin3 the 2uIlication of the Body 
&an)ua)e is the %ssociationKs t-o se2a0ate 
-eIsites>  Lne is the 3ene0al siteh --->autoI2a>
coD   The othe0 is s2eci! call/ fo0 the Ga0tsginE 
20o30aD and its suIsc0iIe0sh  --->2a0tslinE>
o03    Ten /ea0s a3o9 -hen the %ssociation 
initiated its -eIsiteJ--->autoI2a>coDCCit 
-as 20ofessionall/ Dana3ed I/ ZoDad Sedia 
gaI9 located in Ze-2o0t9 L0> At still is and that 
inte0net DediuD has 20oven eBt0eDel/ Iene! cial 
fo0 %FG% to 3et its Dessa3e out not onl/ ac0oss 
the t-o Zo0th %De0ican count0ies Iut a0ound 
the -o0ld> The 0e3ula0 -eIsite is continuall/ 
enhanced and no- is Ie3innin3 to a330essivel/ 
20oDote those coD2anies -hich desi0e to 2lace 
thei0 adve0tiseDents as -ell as linEs to thei0 
o-n -eIsites on line> SaD2les of the avenues of 
coDDunication a0e enclosed in the 20os2ective 
DeDIe0 2acEa3e>
 Lnce a /ea09 the %ssociation 2uIlishes the 
-nternational 2ollision 4arts -ndustry Suppliers 
Guide.  At is also a 0oste0 of the DeDIe0shi2>  
This is al-a/s the la03est issue of the annual 
2uIlications and is Dost -idel/ ci0culated9 to 
Do0e than MM== individuals and Iusinesses>



 The %ssociationKs audience is dive0se> 
Ancluded a0e not onl/ the dues 2a/in3 DeDIe0s 
Iut also coD2anies and individuals in Ioth the 
Iod/ sho2 and  insu0ance indust0ies>  The 24J  
2uIlication 0eaches an audience of Do0e than 
MM== coD2anies on a cont0olledCci0culation 
Iasis> So0e than V== of these ! 0Ds a0e di0ectl/ 
involved in the dist0iIution of afte0Da0Eet 
Iod/ 2a0tsf ;== 0e20esent insu0ance coD2anies 
and thei0 suIsidia0/ of! ces di0ectl/ involved 
in the collision 0e2ai0 20ocessf :P= 0e20esent 
inde2endent ad]uste0s -ho cont0actuall/ 20ovide 
claiDs se0vice to the insu0ance indust0/> The 
0eDainde0 a0e dist0iIuted to 2aid suIsc0iIe0s9 
indust0/ af! liated 30ou2s9 Do0e than V== Iod/ 
sho2s and the t0ade 20ess>

OTHER GROWTH & PROGRAMS

 An 7ul/9 :;;[9 t-o o03ani4ations -hich 
sha0ed a la03e Iase of the saDe t/2e of DeDIe0s 
and coDDon 3oals De03ed> Foa0d DeDIe0s of 
%FG% and the FuD2e0 Rec/cle0s %ssociation 
of Zo0th %De0ica aFR%Z%b a30eed that9 -ith a 
chan3in3 Da0Eet2lace9 one %ssociation could and 
should do the ]oI of t-o>  That De03e0 0esulted 
in a 30o-th s2u0t of nea0l/ M= ne- DeDIe0s to 
%FG% -hich9 to cove0 the inte0ests of the IuD2e0 
0ec/cle0s9 also launched a s2ecial FuD2e0s 
Rec/cle0s Hivision>
 Zea0l/ a decade a3o9 in Sa0ch of :;;;9 
%FG% tooE ove0 o-ne0shi2 and Dana3eDent 
of the ! "# $%&'()  20o30aD f0oD %HGd5laiDs 
Solutions Q0ou2>  G%RTSgAZi is a unive0sal 
nuDIe0in3 s/steD I/ -hich the saDe 2a0ts 
a22lications a0e called I/ a coDDon nuDIe09 
o0ientated to the eBistin3 LES nuDIe0>  %HG 
develo2ed the s/steD Ie3innin3 in Sa0ch of 
:;;P>  The s/steD9 I/ a30eeDent9 -as ]ointl/ 
o-ned I/ %FG% and %HG and -as o2e0ated 
unde0 cont0act I/ San Hie3o a0ea Iased Hata 
He0ivatives>  Oith %FG% 3ainin3 full o-ne0shi29 
the 20o30aD has unde03one d0aDatic chan3es and 
is no- online th0ou3h the Ante0net>  An 7une9 M==<9 
the 20inci2al of TeleDa0E Soft-a0e9 Sa0E Shin9 
Ie3an the Daintenance of the 20o30aD> 
 % 20os2ective suIsc0iIe0 can 0evie- 
%FG%RTSgAZi th0ou3h eithe0 %FG%Ks -eIsite9 

--->autoI2a>coD  o0 the ne- dedicated 
Ga0tsginE -eIsiteh --->2a0tslinE>o03> 
G0os2ective suIsc0iIe0s to %FG%RTSgAZi can vie- 
this 20o30aD and assess its Iene! ts>  The Donthl/ 
2a0tici2ation fee is _M`=>== fo0 a DeDIe0 and 
_PM`>== fo0 a coD2an/ -ith Dulti2le sites> co0 
that fee9 the suIsc0iIe0 is totall/ dialed into the 
unive0sal nuDIe0in3 s/steD fo0 invento0/ cont0ol 
and Daintenance of co:petiti;e, alternati;e crash 
parts. Sost 0ecentl/9 the site has Ieen enhanced 
I/ a 5oolin3 5atalo3 -hich cove0s 20oducts 
such as coD2lete 0adiato0s9 ai0 conditionin3 
condense0s9 coolin3 fans and coD2onents>  >ere?s 
@hat the pro)ra: deli;ersA
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 7oinin3 %FG% 20esents an eBcellent o22o0C
tunit/ to si3n u2 fo0 the Ze- T AD20oved %FG%RTC
SgAZi s/steDCCno- o-ned and cont0olled I/ /ou0 
indust0/ association>  That Deans9 essentiall/9 
jLkl  Fecause itKs the %FG% DeDIe0s -ho deC
te0Dine the leade0shi2 and di0ection of the o03aC
ni4ation> Fesides the -eIsite and %FG%RTSgAZi9 
the0e a0e othe0 20o30aDs availaIle to the DeDIe0> 
 The Dost iD2o0tant 0i3ht no- is the %ssoC
ciationKs su22o0t of the eualit/ Ga0ts 5oalition>  
The eualit/ Ga0ts 5oalition 0e20esents the inte0C
ests of the inde2endent 2a0ts indust0/9 the 0e2ai0 
indust0/9 the insu0ance indust0/ and consuDe0s> At 
is the 3oal of the eualit/ Ga0ts 5oalition to deC
velo2 and secu0e a 2e0Danent le3islative chan3e 
to k>S> desi3n 2atent la- to 20ese0ve coD2etiC
tion and to 20otect the consuDe0Ks 0i3ht to Iene! t 
f0oD Nualit/9 lo-e0Ccost alte0native 0e2laceDent 
2a0ts>
 c0oD tiDe to tiDe9 %FG% also develo2s 



othe0 20o30aDs> % c0edit ca0d acce2tance oneCCat 
a favo0aIle 0ateCCis also in 2lace> Ohen 20o30aDs 
a0e in the Dill o0 a0e 3oin3 to Ie int0oduced this 
info0Dation is ! 0st availaIle th0ou3h the -eIsite>  

LEADERSHIP

 %FG%Ks di0ection in the Da0Eet2lace 
is 3uided I/ an elected Foa0d of Hi0ecto0s 
-hich consists of m:= DeDIe0s>  Th0ee to 
fou0 DeDIe0s a0e elected annuall/9 each fo0 a 
th0ee /ea0 te0D of of! ce>  ksuall/9 one di0ecto0 
is elected as the S2ecial Lve0seas giaison 
seat9 0e20esentin3 the inte0ests of the ove0seas 
Danufactu0e0s> %ll se3Dents of the indust0/ a0e 
0e20esented on the Foa0dCC2a0ts dist0iIution9 
Danufactu0e0s and su22lie0s and 0ec/cle0s to the 
t0ade>  Reco3ni4in3 that candidates fo0 the Ioa0d 
of di0ecto0s Da/ -ea0 Do0e than one hat and have 
va0ious Iusiness inte0ests9 the F/la-s call fo0 
each DeDIe0 du0in3 annual elections to cast a 
Iallot fo0 all candidates 0e3a0dless of the cate3o0/ 
the/ Da/ 0e20esent>  This s/steD of election 
assu0es I0oadCIased deliIe0ation on all issues 
Iecause eve0/ DeDIe0 of the Foa0d of Hi0ecto0 
o-es his alle3iance to eve0/ DeDIe0 of %FG% 
and not to ]ust those in his s2eci! c cate3o0/ of 
Iusiness inte0est>
 %n/ DeDIe0 in 3ood standin3 is allo-ed 
to 0un fo0 a seat on the %ssociationKs Foa0d 
of Hi0ecto0s> Wo-eve09 the F/la-s 20eclude a 
20os2ective DeDIe0 f0oD 0unnin3 if the0e a0e 
al0ead/ t-o DeDIe0s f0oD the saDe coD2an/ on 
the Ioa0d> % ZoDinatin3 5oDDittee is a22ointed 
I/ the 5hai0Dan to evaluate 2otential candidates> 
Fut9 the0e is also a s/steD of self noDination 
in effect -hich encou0a3es othe0s to 0un f0oD 
the " oo0>  Elections a0e held du0in3 the annual 
convention du0in3 the t0ade fai0 hou0s and Iallots 
Da/ Ie cast I/ DeDIe0s in 3ood standin3 du0in3 
those desi3nated hou0s> Lne coD2an/9 one vote> 
Each successful candidate then se0ves fo0 a 
th0ee /ea0 te0D of of! ce> % DaBiDuD of th0ee 
successive te0Ds anine /ea0sb is allo-ed>
 Foa0d DeDIe0s fo0Dulate the 2olicies 
-hich di0ect the %ssociation and the/ -o0E 
th0ou3hout the /ea0 -ithin s2eci! c coDDittees9 
the Da]o0it/ of -hich a0e standin3>  5oDDittees 
include those dealin3 -ith 5%G%9 Andust0/ 

GuIlic Relations9 5onvention9 Qove0nDent 
Relations9  EBecutive9 cinancial9 SeDIe0shi2 
and SeDIe0shi2 Se0vices>  %d Woc coDDittees 
such as ZoDinations T Elections a0e a22ointed as 
needed I/ the 5hai0Dan>
 Foa0d DeDIe0s -o0E unde0 the di0ection 
of the 5hai0Dan> The G0esident of the %ssociation 
is the nuDIe0 one DeDIe0 -ho 0e20esents the 
inte0ests of all DeDIe0s>  The0e is also an elected 
vice 20esident9 t0easu0e0 and a 0eco0din3 sec0eta0/> 
%ll of! ce0s a0e elected I/ Ioa0d DeDIe0s and 
se0ve fo0 a one /ea0 te0Df successive te0Ds a0e 
2e0Ditted> The %FG% chief adDinist0ato0 is the 
EBecutive Hi0ecto0 -ho se0ves on a da/CtoCda/ 
Iasis and -ho is cont0actuall/ 0etained I/ the 
Foa0d of Hi0ecto0s>

That’s most of the story on ABPA.  You 
now must provide your own conclusion.  
To join or Not to Join. . . 
 
 Qove0nDental statistics sho- that ;= 2e0C
cent of the sDall IusinessDen -ho do not DaEe it 
2ast ! ve /ea0s failed to ]oin thei0 indust0/ o03aC
ni4ation o0 to su22o0t a t0ade 30ou2> Oe Ielieve 
those statistics a0e factual and -e have al-a/s 
held the vie- that9 BAssociation De:Eers kno@ 
:ore than nonG:e:Eers.H
 %n o03ani4ationKs stocE in t0ade is the 
info0Dation it can 20ovide as -ell as the iD2o0C
tant contacts -hich it hel2s a DeDIe0 to estaIlish 
th0ou3h the associationKs Deetin3s>  5an /ou 2ut 
a dolla0 value on this t/2e of se0vicen  Zot 0eall/>  
Fut if /ou and anothe0 -e0e to Deet on the st0eet 
and s-a2 dolla0s9 neithe0 of /ou -ould 3o a-a/ 
the 0iche0 fo0 it>  Af /ou instead s-a22ed ideas9 
Ioth of /ou -ould Ie 0iche0 fo0 that eB2e0iencel 
ThatKs -hat associations a0e fo0CCand -e ho2e 
/ouKll taEe advanta3e of %FG%>
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