
!o#$ &an)*a)e   ,-

!"#"$ #&' ($'$)#* + ,#)C./ 0112

!urrently in Session:  /.S. !ongress, Alabama, Alas7a, 
Ari8ona, !alifornia, !olora:o, !onnecticut, <istrict of !o-
lumbia, <elaware, Flori:a, @eorgia, Aawaii, I:aho, Illinois, 
Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Faine, Farylan:, Fassachusetts, 
Fichigan, Finnesota, Fississippi, Fissouri, Nebras7a, New 
Aampshire, New Iersey, New Jor7, Khio, K7lahoma, Penn-
sylvania, Rho:e Islan:, South !arolina, Tennessee, Permont, 
an: Wisconsin
Trac7ing Bills: S0             Watching Bills: 20
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SBV05X was intro:uce: on Ianuary 7, 2008 by Senator !ar-
ole Fig:en an: place: in the Ban7ing, Finance an: Insurance 
!ommittee on Ianuary VX, 2008 !"ee "tor() *a,e -./  This bill 
woul: provi:e that re[uiring a collision repair shop to install 
an aftermar7et part in a vehicle that is un:er factory warran-
ty is prohibite:. SBV05X was amen:e: for a secon: time on 
Farch 2S, 2008, an: now prohibits re[uiring the installation 
of an aftermar7et part, as :e! ne:, if the part to be replace: is 
un:er e\isting original manufacturer]s warranty an: it woul: 
only apply to a vehicle only :uring the ! rst ! ve years from 
the :ate on which the vehicle is sol: as new. Sche:ule: for 
a hearing at V:30 p.m. on April 2, 2008, The bill was further 
amen:e: an: passe: the committee. It will now be hear: in 
Iu:iciary. A big than7 you to everyone who wrote letters an: 
circulate: petitions- we]ll nee: to :o it again___

345#
AF2V22 (i:entical to SF232a) was intro:uce: Ianuary 3V, 
2008 by Representative cuir7 an: place: in Aouse !om-
merce !ommittee.   This bill prohibite: insurers from re[uir-
ing repair businesses to buy parts an: supplies from speci! e: 
sellers. Bill :i: not meet committee :ea:line d <eA<

SF232a (i:entical to AF2V22) was intro:uce: by the Senate 
!ommerce !ommittee on Farch a, 2008 an: place: on the 
Senate Floor calen:ar. 

6#&!#!
AB2a53 was intro:uce: on Ianuary 23, 2008 by the Transpor-
tation !ommittee an: referre: to the !ommittee on Insurance 
f Financial Institutions. This bill states that no insurer may 
re[uire the use of a particular part.  - <eA<
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ABXS5 was intro:uce: on Ianuary V0, 2007 by Fennell in the 
Financial Services !ommittee. The bill re[uires signe: con-
sent for the use of aftermar7et parts. The committee hel: an 
e\ecutive Session on February V2, 2008g the bill has been 
reporte: out of committee an: sent to Stu:y Kr:erg no action 
has been ta7en. It will sit until an: if committee chooses to re-
e\amine the bill. Kn Farch VV, 2008 the Aouse accompanie: 
a stu:y or:er.

ABV003 was intro:uce: on Ianuary V0, 2007 by Fariano 
in the Financial Services !ommittee. This bill prohibits the 

use of a particular company or location to provi:e automo-
bile glass replacement or repair services of pro:ucts insure:. 
The committee hel: an e\ecutive Session on February V2, 
2008g the bill has been reporte: out of committee favorably. 
Kn Farch V0, 2008, bill reporte: favorably by committee 
an: referre: to the committee on Aouse Steering, Policy an: 
Sche:uling

ABV0X8 was intro:uce: on Ianuary V0, 2007 by Spellane in 
the Financial Services !ommittee. The bill re[uires :isclo-
sure of all parts. The committee hel: an e\ecutive Session 
on February V2, 2008g the bill has been reporte: out of com-
mittee an: sent to Stu:y Kr:erg on Farch VV, 2008 the Aouse 
accompanie: a stu:y or:er.

ABVV02 was intro:uce: on Ianuary V0, 2007 by Spellane in 
the Financial Services !ommittee. This bill Prohibits 3r: par-
ty billers from participating as ven:ors of auto glass replace-
ment an:hor repair services for the same insurance carrier The 
committee hel: an e\ecutive Session on February V2, 2008g 
the bill has been reporte: out of committee favorably. Kn Feb. 
2a, 08, the Aouse Bill reporte: favorably by committee an: 
referre: to Aouse Ways an: Feans.
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SF 35V0 which is in Senate !ommerce an: !onsumer Pro-
tection committee an: it]s companion bill AF38aS in Aouse 
Public Safety an: !ivil Iustice committee reporte: :o pass 
an: re-referre: to committee on Farch V3, 2008. Bill estab-
lishes licensing stan:ar:s for collision repair shops.  Bills 
crossover :ea:line was Farch VX, 2008 an: is not currently 
on the calen:ar for the wee7g however, this :oes not in:icate 
they are :ea:.
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ASS was intro:uce: on Ianuary 3, 2008 by Assembyman La-
fayette in the Transportation !ommittee. The bill :etails the 
right to inspect repairs an: return all parts to the customer. It 
was referre: to !ommittee on !o:es on February V2, 2008.  
Kn Farch 27, 2008, Bill was place: on the " oor agen:a for 
a hearing.
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AB33X8 was intro:uce: February S, 2008 by !argill an: 
place: in Aouse @eneral @overnment an: Transportation 
committee. This bill abolishes the K7lahoma /se: Fotor Pe-
hicle an: Parts !ommission, transferring the responsibilities 
an: :uties to the K7lahoma Fotor Pehicle !ommission.  It 
was sche:ule: for a hearing Farch 3, 2008 i V0:30 a.m., 
Room SV2-!, but on Farch V0, 2008 was not ta7en up for 
consi:eration.
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ABVVV2 was intro:uce: Ianuary V0, 2007 by Representatives 
Kirby an: Strow, having been retaine: for the 2008 legisla-
tive session in the !ommerce f Labor !ommittee. The bill 
re[uires written consent for the use of aftermar7et parts. - <eA<

AB3053 was intro:uce: by Representative Kirby an: Ro:ne 
on Ianuary 2V, 2008.  Prohibits steering to a @lass facility . 
This bill passe: the house an: was place: in the Senate Finan-
cial Institutions f Insurance committee. This bill :i: not meet 
session :ea:line - <eA<

AB305a was intro:uce: Ianuary 2V, 2008 by Representatives 
Kirby, Aasegawa, an: Krmsby in the !ommittee on Insur-
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!0o1t213e4 fro7 *a,e 58.
ance, Financial Services f !onsumer Protection. The bill re-
[uires written consent for the use of  aftermar7et parts. KeF 
manufacturers will essentially retain a 5 Vh2 year monopoly.  
<eA<
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AB353 was intro:uce: on Fay 2S, 2007 by Representative 
Pan Roy in the Insurance !ommittee. The bill prohibits an 
insurer from re[uiring a certain ven:or for repairing a motor 
vehicle. It was last hear: on Iuly VV, 2007, but is currently 
being compromise: on by several partiesg there was a meet-
ing hel: on Ianuary 30, 2008 regar:ing the bill an: its poten-
tial for some sort of me:iation.   - <eA<

SBV8V was intro:uce: on Fay VS, 2007 by Senator Bres7e 
in the !ommittee on Transportation, Tourism f Insurance. 
This bill prohibits an insurer from re[uiring a certain ven-
:or for repairing a motor vehicle. It was recently :iscusse: 
in an e\ecutive Session on Ianuary 23, 2008, where it was 
amen:e: to remove the language we oppose: an: passe: out 
of committee.  <i: not meet session :ea:line - <eA<  !

Legislative Report--March

 AK/STKN--ABPA e\ec Stan Ro:man, in monitoring 
some blogs,  registere: an electronic message on one website 
whose correspon:ents have consistently written anti-in:ustry 
:iatribes.
 Ta7ing issue with some of the users who see in:epen:ent 
aftermar7et parts as the whipping boy for problems within 
their bo:y shop in:ustry, Ro:man wrote: jLost on all of the 
verbosity on this parts issue are the real facts.
 jThe Kes (car-ma7ers) have foun: a new way to try an: 
restrict competition in parts replacement through :esign pat-
ent law, the intent of which we feel was to protect the :esign 
of the entire car an: not in:ivi:ual parts.  
 jAustralia, New kealan: an: more than 20 countries in 
the european /nion have alrea:y a::resse: this :e! ciency 
in their laws to allow for jspare partsl competition. They 
mu:ge: it woul: best bene! t the consumer.
 jTa7en to the Nth :egree, carma7ers are now in a posi-
tion where they can even :esign patent har: parts (parts use: 
for the mechanical repair of a vehicle) an: not must the cos-
metic sheet metal an: e\terior components.
 jIt]s a serious issue which has rami! cations over a num-
ber of in:ustries an: not must automotive repair an: service.
 jAs for the parts themselves, this Association has been 
in e\istence for more than 27 years representing the interests 
of those companies which manufacturer an: :istribute these 
in:epen:ently pro:uce: parts to the nation]s bo:y shops.  
 jKur largest :istributor :i: not grow to more than VS0 
locations :oing nearly nV billion annually by selling cheap 
7noc7-offs, as some term them.  Kur in:ustry :i: not grow 
to supplying more than V2 percent of the replacement mar7et 
because these parts are cheap an:hor inferior.  
 jFost of our members offer a warranty on their pro:ucts 
which far e\cee:s the Kes] parts warranty.  In fact, before the 
a:vent of this type of parts competition in the late VX70s, the 
Kes :i:n]t even bother to warranty their parts e\cept for the 

! rst 30 :ays after installation.  
 Now their longer term parts warranties are a :irect result 
of the competition we brought to the mar7etplace. Among 
those parts which are !APA certi! e:, our members offer a 
[uality pro:ucts line which can stan: the test against any Ke 
pro:uce: replacement pro:uct.  
 jKver a course of several years in which the !ollision 
In:ustry !onference (!I!) con:ucte: blin: ! el: tests for 
! t an: ! nish :uring the late ]X0s, in:epen:ently pro:uce: 
aftermar7et parts more than hel: their own against the Ke 
pro:ucts. When the Kes went to stronger paint an: primers, 
so too :i: our manufacturers, setting up electro-:eposition 
paint an: primer lines costing millions of :ollars. When the 
Kes change: to galvani8e: steel for less weight but more 
strength, so too :i: our manufacturers.  
 jFost of our 7ey overseas sheet metal manufacturers 
pro:uce for the Kes an: have e\tensive :ivisions un:er the 
same manufacturing roof :e:icate: to that aspect of the busi-
ness.
 jAfter nearly three :eca:es, those initial manufactur-
ers who thought they coul: come into North America with 
ine\pensive pro:ucts, cheaply ma:e, have long since :isap-
peare:. To:ay, there are goo: alternative parts an: better al-
ternative parts.  
 jWe :on]t call them 7noc7-offs as this is a :isparaging 
wor: use: by the Kes to :emean in the ! el: competition.  
Jears ago, the bias against our parts was base: on the percep-
tion among bo:y shops that they were sacri! cing pro! tability 
by carrying a less e\pensive parts line, no matter the [uality.  
 jThe insurance in:ustry absorbs the cost of the parts but 
the shops ma7e a percentage of everything they buy.  If a 
shop sources a nS00 Ke fen:er, his pro! tability at 25 percent 
is greater than if the same type of aftermar7et fen:er were to 
cost only n250.00. What :i:n]t ! t was the pro! tability, not 
the pro:uct. But, some in:epen:ent parts :istributors have 
offset this with larger :iscounts to the shops leveraging some 
of the shop loss on parts purchases. 
 jStill, this emotional issue was further acerbate: by the 
insurance un:erwriters who :esire: this type of parts compe-
tition because our pro:ucts, for the ! rst time ever, provi:e: 
them leverage against the outrageous Ke parts pricing, which 
for many years, enmoye: an unparallele: monopoly.  
 jIn the a:versarial realm in which shops an: insurance 
companies e\ist--each tugging on the same wallet--whatever 
the insurers want, the shops resist. Now the carma7ers want 
to bring bac7 those goo: ol: :ays.  The irony is that they are, 
in part, being abette: by the very bo:y shops which have the 
most to lose in this battle.  If only Ke parts are in the mar7et-
place, can Ke-sanctione: (rea: factory) labor be far behin:o  
 jBelieve it, the parts issue is only the tip of the iceberg.  
The Kes want it all an: if current :esign law helps them get 
to that hallowe: groun:, so much the better.  We feel strongly 
that the :esign laws nee: changing to allow for a repair parts 
provision.  
 jWithout this protection, not only :oes our in:ustry--
in time--cease to e\ist--but the cost to the economy will be 
enormous as the Kes cannot even begin to ful! ll the parts 
re[uirements for cars which are ! ve, si\ an: seven years ol: 
an: which, :own the line, will e\tract from the repair tra:e a 
prohibitive parts an: availability price. 
 jIt boils :own to this:  <oes competition in the mar-
7etplace bene! t the motoring publico  We overwhelmingly 
believe it :oes, especially because it]s the same mar7etplace 
which selectively ferrets out those parts an: pro:uct lines 
without merit_l  !

Blogs paying lots of attention 
to industry’s efforts to secure a 
design patent repair clause


