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Automotive Body Parts Association - ABPA
400 Putnam Pike, Suite J #503, Smithfield, RI 02917
Office: 401-949-0912

March 16, 2022

Joint Transportation Committee
Legislative Office Building
Room 2300

Hartford, CT 06106-1591

RE: House Bill 5366
Dear Chairman Lemar, Chairman Haskell and Members of the Committee:

As Executive Director of the Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA), I ask you to
oppose and remove Sections 12-14 from HB 5366. Sections 12-14 of HB 5366 are
detrimental to the alternative parts industry and will cause Connecticut drivers to face
higher costs and longer wait times when getting their vehicles repaired. Additionally,
there would effects on the supply chain causing loss of CT jobs.

Sections 12-14 of HB 5366 need to be removed due to the following:

1. Would require repair shops to follow self-serving OEM Repair Procedures where
only car company parts are listed as being recommended in a repair. While this is
good for the car companies, it is not good for CT drivers in that it would
potentially create a monopoly by reducing the use of quality aftermarket parts and
recycled parts. Both consumers and repairers would be adversely affected by this
monopoly.

2. Would limit consumer choice when it comes to vehicle repair by increasing the
cost to repair vehicles through higher costs in both parts and insurance rates. Just
by having no competition, car company parts on average increase by 8%. In
addition, aftermarket collision parts are on average 26% less than their car
company counterparts. Aftermarket parts are often less expensive, have better
availability and come with better warranties than car company parts. Without
aftermarket parts, it is estimated that insurance repair costs would increase by

$3.2 billion, a 7% increase that would be passed onto consumers. (Economic data
provided by American Property Casualty Insurers Assoc. Micra report & National Assoc. of
Insurance Commissioners)

3. Would severely increase the time to get a vehicle repaired. Due to multiple
supply chain issues, many consumers are waiting a record amount of time to get
their vehicle repaired and back on the road. 2021 saw a two day increase in the
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average time for repair and the situation is only getting worse. Limiting
consumers to just car company parts would substantially increase this wait time as
the car companies are facing an unprecedented parts shortage. Removing quality
aftermarket parts and recycled parts from the equation would be disastrous for
vehicle owners.

3. Would adversely affect multiple members of the ABPA who employee hundreds
of Connecticut citizens. These member companies include LKQ Corporation,
KSI Trading Corporation, Empire Auto Parts, and ABC Parts International.

As Chairmen and members of the Transportation Committee, I hope you will recognize
the problems Sections 12-14 of HB 5366 create and the detriments it poses to the
alternative parts industry and to consumers in Connecticut. We firmly agree on the
principles of a safe repair using quality parts; however, car company parts are just a
portion of the industry. Many of the alternative parts in question are certified by the
Certified Automotive Parts Association (CAPA), have better warranties than car
company parts, and save Connecticut drivers money. On behalf of the ABPA, I ask you
to oppose Sections 12-14 and have them removed from HB 5366.

With more than 150 member companies nationally including Connecticut, the
Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA) occupies over 400 distinctive locations
including collision parts distribution centers, manufacturing facilities, and parts recycling
plants. ABPA’s members are responsible for distributing more than 80 percent of the
independently produced aftermarket crash replacement parts sold to the collision repair
trade.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at 800-323-5832.

Best Regards,
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Edward Salamy

Executive Director

Automotive Body Parts Association
800-323-5832



