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February 26, 2024

Sen. Barry DeKay

Nebraska State Legislature

Transportation and Telecommunications Committee
1445 K Street

Lincoln, NE 68508

Re: Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA) Opposes LB 1105
Dear Senator DeKay,

I trust this letter finds you well. I am writing on behalf of the Automotive Body Parts
Association (ABPA) to express our respectful opposition to LB 1105, scheduled for a hearing on
Tuesday, February 27 at 1:30 pm.

As currently written, LB 1105 poses potential challenges for Nebraska drivers, as it introduces
restrictions against the use of alternative parts, including aftermarket, recycled, remanufactured,
and refurbished parts, when OEM repair procedures are mandated.

The ABPA, with over 135 member companies and a significant presence in Nebraska, including
LKQ Corp, Meyer Distributing, Arnold Motor Supply, and New World International, opposes
any repair procedure that fosters monopolistic behavior, solely benefiting the OEM manufacturer
and further burdening the consumer.

LB 1105, in its current form, may not achieve its intended goal. Imposing limitations on
consumers to use only car company-branded parts, as stated in OEM repair procedures, could
lead to adverse effects. The absence of aftermarket parts diminishes competition, allowing car
companies to establish pricing without the incentive for affordability. Studies indicate that the
availability of aftermarket parts in the marketplace can significantly reduce car companies' list
pricing, ultimately benefiting consumers with lower costs. Moreover, aftermarket parts are often
priced between 25-60% less than their car company-branded counterparts, providing consumers
with more affordable options, especially crucial amid rising inflation in motor vehicle parts
costs.

Contrary to safety concerns raised by car companies, the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and the Insurance Institute of Highway Safety (IIHS) have concluded
that aftermarket parts are cosmetic in nature and do not compromise vehicle safety. The primary
difference highlighted is the substantial price variance between aftermarket and car company
parts. Additionally, ABPA member distributors typically offer warranties that far exceed those
provided by car company-branded parts, ensuring enhanced protection for Nebraska consumers.

Given these considerations, we respectfully urge you to reject LB 1105. A vote against this
proposal would safeguard consumer choice, preserve the alternative parts industry, and prevent
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the enactment of legislation that exclusively benefits car companies, their franchised dealers, and
repair networks.

Best Regards,
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Edward Salamy

Executive Director

Automotive Body Parts Association
800-323-5832



