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1/10/25

The Honorable David Weprin, Chair

Honorable Members of the New York State Assembly Committee on Insurance
Legislative Office Building 712

Albany, NY 12248

Dear Chair Weprin and Members of the Committee,
Re: AB 245 — Restriction on Aftermarket Parts

I am writing on behalf of the Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA), which I serve as
Executive Director, to respectfully oppose AB 245. This bill, currently under consideration by
the New York State Assembly, would impose restrictions based on OEM repair procedures that
mandate the exclusive use of OEM-branded parts in vehicle repairs.

While we respect the ability of OEMs to provide repair guidelines to ensure quality and safety,
mandating the use of only their own branded parts as part of these procedures is undeniably self-
serving. Such mandates allow OEMs to eliminate competition, inflate repair costs, and place an
unnecessary financial burden on consumers and businesses.

The ABPA represents over 135 member companies nationwide, including a strong membership
base in New York. Our members service thousands of body shops, repair shops, and their
customers across the state—consumers who depend on affordable, high-quality aftermarket
collision replacement parts to keep repair costs manageable. Our members distribute over 80
percent of independently produced aftermarket replacement parts to the collision repair industry
in the United States.

Our opposition to AB 245 stems from the significant negative impact that enforcing self-serving
OEM repair procedures would have on New York consumers and businesses:

o Higher Costs for Consumers: AB 245 hands control of the repair market to OEMs,
allowing them to dictate prices without competition. Aftermarket parts, typically priced
25-60% lower than OEM parts, provide essential cost savings that are crucial for
consumers, especially amid rising inflation.

e Increased Insurance Premiums: Mandating the use of more expensive OEM parts will
drive up repair costs, which insurers will pass along to consumers through higher
premiums.

e Reduced Consumer Choice: AB 245 restricts the availability of alternative parts,
depriving consumers of the ability to choose repair options that best meet their needs and
budgets.

e No Evidence of Safety Concerns: Claims that aftermarket parts compromise vehicle
safety are unsupported. Both the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
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(NHTSA) and the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) have determined that
aftermarket parts are cosmetic and do not impact safety.

Furthermore, aftermarket parts are often backed by warranties that exceed those provided by
OEM manufacturers, offering consumers added protection and peace of mind when choosing
these alternatives.

While we acknowledge the value of OEM repair guidelines in ensuring proper repairs, AB 245
crosses a line by embedding their use in a way that benefits OEMs at the expense of competition,
affordability, and consumer choice. For these reasons, we respectfully urge you to oppose and
vote NO on AB 245. Doing so will safeguard consumer choice, promote competition, and protect
New York drivers from unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I would welcome the opportunity to
discuss this further at your convenience.

Best Regards,

Edward Salamy

Executive Director

Automotive Body Parts Association
info(@autobpa.com

800-323-5832
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