
 
400 Putnam Pike, Suite J503, Smithfield, RI 02917 

 
 
The Honorable Chair Mark Noland 
Senate Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee 
Montana State Capitol 
P.O. Box 200500 
Helena, MT 59620-0500 

February 25, 2025 

Subject: Opposition to SB 356 – Impact on Consumer Choice and Aftermarket Parts 

Dear Chair Noland and Members of the Senate Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs 
Committee, 

On behalf of the Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA), I am writing to express our strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 356. The ABPA represents manufacturers, distributors, and suppliers of 
aftermarket collision repair parts, advocating for fair competition, consumer choice, and cost-
effective vehicle repair solutions. Our members provide high-quality, safe, and affordable 
alternatives to OEM parts, ensuring that consumers, insurers, and repair shops have access to a 
competitive marketplace. 

While we appreciate efforts to ensure safe and high-quality vehicle repairs, this bill would have 
unintended consequences that negatively impact Montana consumers, insurers, independent 
repairers, and the broader aftermarket parts industry. 

Key Concerns with SB 356: 

1. Restricting Consumer Choice & Increasing Repair Costs 
SB 356 prohibits insurers and repair shops from disregarding OEM repair instructions, 
which often require the use of only OEM parts. This effectively eliminates the use of 
high-quality, cost-effective aftermarket parts, forcing consumers to pay significantly 
higher repair costs. 

2. Driving Up Insurance Premiums & Increasing Total Losses 
If insurers are required to follow OEM procedures that prohibit aftermarket alternatives, 
repair costs will increase—leading to higher insurance premiums. Additionally, insurers 
may be forced to declare more vehicles as total losses, hurting Montana drivers who rely 
on affordable repairs to keep their cars on the road. 

3. Unfair Competitive Advantage for OEMs 
SB 356 grants automakers exclusive control over repair procedures, sidelining 
independent body shops and aftermarket suppliers. Many independent repairers depend 
on aftermarket parts to remain competitive, and this bill could force them out of business. 

4. Aftermarket Parts Meet the Highest Industry Standards 
The bill implies that only OEM-recommended parts and repair procedures are safe, which 
is simply not the case. Certified aftermarket parts, including CAPA-certified components, 
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meet strict quality and safety standards. There is no justifiable reason to restrict their use, 
especially when they offer consumers an affordable, reliable alternative. 

Request for Legislative Action: 

For these reasons, we urge you to reject SB 356 and instead support policies that promote 
consumer choice, fair competition, and cost-effective vehicle repairs. Rather than enforcing 
OEM-dominated repair procedures, Montana should encourage the continued use of high-quality 
aftermarket parts, which help keep vehicle ownership affordable for all Montanans. 

We appreciate your consideration of our concerns and would welcome the opportunity to discuss 
this issue further. Please feel free to contact me directly at 800-323-5832 for any additional 
information. 

Sincerely, 

 
Edward Salamy 
Executive Director 
Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA) 

 


