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Automotive Body Parts Association

400 Putnam Pike, Suite J503, Smithfield, RI 02917

2/28/25

House Economic Development and Workforce Services Standing Committee
Utah House of Representatives

350 N. State Street, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, UT 84114

Re: HB0522 — Aftermarket Parts Restriction

Dear Members of the House Economic Development and Workforce Services Standing
Committee,

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing on behalf of the Automotive Body Parts
Association (ABPA), which I serve as Executive Director, to respectfully oppose the current
language in HB0522. This bill, currently under consideration by the Utah State Legislature,
includes provisions requiring written consent from the vehicle owner for the use of non-OEM
parts in repairs, which we believe could confuse and mislead consumers.

This legislation, if enacted, will have significant negative consequences for Utah drivers by
increasing vehicle repair costs, raising insurance premiums, and limiting consumer choice in
automotive repairs.

Our opposition to HB0522 stems from its potential harm to Utah consumers and businesses. The
proposed consent requirements will result in:

Confusing and Misleading Written Consent: The required written authorization for the use of
aftermarket parts is likely to confuse consumers by implying that these parts are inferior or
unsafe. In reality, many aftermarket parts are subject to rigorous quality and safety standards and
are often indistinguishable from OEM parts in functionality. Misleading consent language may
steer consumers unnecessarily toward higher-cost OEM parts, further inflating repair costs
without any tangible benefit.

Higher Costs for Consumers: By imposing unnecessary administrative hurdles, HB0522
eliminates competition and allows car companies to set prices without affordability concerns.
Aftermarket parts are typically priced 25-60% lower than OEM parts, providing critical cost
savings for consumers.

Increased Insurance Premiums: Restricting affordable parts options will inflate repair costs,
which insurers will pass along to consumers in the form of higher premiums.

Reduced Consumer Choice: The availability of aftermarket parts gives consumers alternatives
to OEM-branded products, empowering them to make decisions that best fit their budgets and
needs.
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Considering the points above, we respectfully urge you to oppose and vote NO on HB0522.
Doing so will protect consumer choice, promote competition, and prevent legislation that
disproportionately benefits car companies at the expense of Utah drivers and the businesses that
serve them.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I would welcome the opportunity to
discuss this further at your convenience.

Best regards,
Edward Salamy

Executive Director
Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA)



