
 
400 Putnam Pike, Suite J503, Smithfield, RI 02917 

 
April 3, 2025 

The Honorable Howard Lutnick, Secretary of Commerce 
c/o U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20230 

Dear Secretary Lutnick, 

On behalf of the Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA) and our members nationwide, I 
write to express our deep concern regarding the recently announced tariffs on imported 
automotive parts. While we understand the importance of ensuring a fair and competitive trade 
environment, these tariffs—if implemented—will have unintended and far-reaching 
consequences that will negatively impact American consumers, small businesses, and the 
broader automotive repair supply chain. 

The automotive collision repair industry is already navigating significant challenges, including 
inflationary pressures, labor shortages, and increasing total loss rates. Tariffs on essential 
replacement parts would exacerbate these issues by driving up repair costs, lengthening repair 
times, and reducing parts availability. These disruptions will disproportionately affect working-
class families who rely on affordable and timely vehicle repairs to commute to work, care for 
their families, and manage everyday life. 

The ABPA represents a wide range of stakeholders in the automotive aftermarket, including 
parts distributors, manufacturers, insurers, and repairers. Our members are committed to quality, 
safety, and consumer choice—and they rely on a balanced supply chain that includes both 
domestic and international components to meet demand. These tariffs threaten to destabilize that 
balance and impose unnecessary burdens on an industry that is vital to American mobility and 
economic resilience. 

We respectfully urge you to pause the implementation of these automotive parts tariffs until a 
more thorough analysis can be conducted. Such a study should include input from all sectors of 
the automotive repair economy, and should carefully assess the potential impact on consumers, 
insurers, and small businesses.  We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you or your 
team to share industry data and perspectives that support a more measured approach. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter and for your continued service to the American public. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Salamy 
Executive Director 
Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA) 
info@autobpa.com - Direct: 800-323-5832 

mailto:info@autobpa.com

