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February 12, 2026

The Honorable Kay Christofferson
Utah State Legislature

House Transportation Committee
350 North State, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

RE: OPPOSE HB 119 — Non-OEM Crash Parts Restriction
Dear Chair Christofferson and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Automotive Body Parts Association (ABPA), which represents manufacturers
and distributors of aftermarket collision repair parts nationwide, we write to express our strong
opposition to HB 119.

HB 119 would impose new statutory language and disclosure requirements that single out non-
OEM crash parts in a manner that is misleading, discriminatory, and economically harmful.
While framed as a consumer protection measure, the bill instead undermines consumer choice,
restricts market competition, and increases repair costs for Utah drivers.

ABPA supports transparency in vehicle repair. Consumers should always know what parts are
being used on their vehicles. However, HB 119 goes beyond neutral disclosure and instead
adopts language that casts unwarranted doubt on the quality and reliability of alternative parts.
This approach departs from longstanding statutory frameworks and risks creating the false
impression that non-OEM parts are inherently unsafe or inferior.

There is no credible evidence that properly manufactured aftermarket crash parts pose systemic
safety risks. Federal regulators, including the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), have not established separate safety standards for aftermarket cosmetic crash parts,
nor have they identified widespread safety-related defects associated with them. In fact, NHTSA
maintains authority to act if safety-related defects arise — whether involving OEM or non-OEM
components — yet it has not found grounds to single out the aftermarket crash parts sector.

Similarly, decades of research by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) have
concluded that cosmetic outer-body parts do not affect crashworthiness outcomes. These parts do
not perform the occupant-protection functions that determine crash survival.

HB 119 also ignores well-established federal protections under the Magnuson-Moss Warranty
Act. Automakers cannot void consumer warranties simply because a vehicle owner chooses a
non-OEM part. The Federal Trade Commission has taken enforcement action against companies
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that attempted to imply otherwise. Consumers already have federal protections ensuring they can
choose competitive repair options without sacrificing warranty coverage.

From an economic perspective, the consequences of HB 119 would be significant. According to
data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, vehicle repair costs have risen sharply in recent
years, contributing to overall inflationary pressures on households. Alternative crash parts
routinely cost substantially less than comparable OEM parts — often by meaningful margins —
helping insurers manage claims costs and helping families afford necessary repairs. Restricting
their use would inevitably increase repair bills and, over time, insurance premiums.

In addition, limiting access to competitive parts sources can contribute to longer repair cycle
times when OEM parts are backordered or unavailable. Utah families depend on reliable
transportation for work, school, and daily life. Policies that reduce flexibility in the repair
marketplace will disproportionately impact working families already facing economic strain.

The aftermarket collision repair industry promotes competition, innovation, and price discipline
within the broader automotive ecosystem. When competitive forces are weakened, prices rise
and consumer options shrink. HB 119 moves Utah in that direction.

ABPA respectfully urges the Committee to reject HB 119. Protecting consumers means
preserving competition, ensuring accurate and balanced information, and avoiding legislation
that tilts the marketplace toward a single category of supplier.

We appreciate the opportunity to share our perspective and stand ready to work with you on
policies that truly serve Utah motorists.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward T. Salamy
Executive Director
Automotive Body Parts Association
www.autobpa.com



